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SG/Rep/2009/10

11 August 2009

Secretary-General Report
 on Streamlining the Organization of the Sub-Committee Meetings
1. This report is submitted to the First Meeting of the Executive Council to be held in Jakarta on 11-12 August 2009.

Statement of the Issue
2. The purpose of this report is to address the challenges that hosting of and participating in 13 meetings of various APA Sub-Committees in 2009 presented to APA Delegates and the Secretariat. It has proved difficult, at this juncture, for APA Member Parliaments to take active part in all Sub-Committee meetings which they wished and attached importance. It has been even more difficult for Member Parliaments that wished to host some Sub-Committee meetings to schedule appropriate time for such meetings because of tight and busy works of national parliaments. 
3. Hosting 13 Sub-Committee meetings, and attending those meetings by appropriate number of Delegates of the 39 member APA in only a five-month period, March to July, has proved quite arduous for the APA Member Parliaments and the Secretariat. 

4. The insufficient number of APA Member Parliaments that confirmed their participation in the Sub-Committee on "Alleviating Poverty in Asia" which had been scheduled to take place in Cambodia on 9-10 March 2009 compelled the Host Parliament and the Secretariat to postpone the meeting. This Sub-Committee was later held in Cambodia on 27-28 July 2009. 
Current Structure of Standing Committees

5. On the basis of Article 5 of the APA Charter, the APA Plenary has established five Standing Committees. On the recommendations of these Standing Committees, the Third APA Plenary in Jakarta in November 2008 decided to hold a number of Sub-Committee meetings to elaborate issues of global importance to that Standing Committee. 

6. The breakdown of Sub-Committees called for by specific Standing Committee is illustrated in the following chart:

Standing Committee on Political Issue

1. Sub-Committee on "Declaration on principles of Friendship and Cooperation in Asia."

2.  Sub-Committee on "Enhancing Cooperation between APA Member Parliaments and their governments."

Standing Committee on Peace and Security

1. Sub-Committee on "Major issues of Peace and security in Asia."

Standing Committee on Economy and Sustainable Development
1. Sub-Committee on "Ramifications of International Financial Crisis." (Two meetings)

2. Sub-Committee on "Environmental Issues, Global warming, Climate Change."

3. Sub-Committee on "Alleviating Poverty in Asia."
Standing Committee on Energy

1. Meeting of the "Advisory Group" on Integrated Energy Market in Asia.

2. Sub-Committee on "Integrated Energy Market in Asia."

Standing Committee on Social and Cultural Issues

1. Sub-Committee on "Combating Corruption."

2. Sub-Committee on "Challenges and opportunities of Globalization."

3. Sub-Committee on "Protecting and Respecting Cultural diversity in Asia."

4. Sub-Committee on "Achieving Health Equity in Asia."

Proposal for streamlining the organization of the Sub-Committee Meetings
7. For purposes of streamlining the organization of APA Sub-Committee meetings, lessen the burden on each Member Parliament and plan in advance for a determined number of inter-sessional meetings for the Sub-Committees, the APA may wish to consider the following elements for a decision:
1- When elaborating a resolution to be recommended for adoption at the Plenary, where the Plenary is expected to decide to mandate an inter-sessional meeting for a Sub-Committee, the resolution should, if possible, expressly identify the host Parliament and the Parliaments participanting in the meeting.

2- Alternatively, all inter-sessional meetings of the Sub-Committees that the relevant resolutions have failed to identify host Parliaments and the participants will meet in one of the following three inter-sessional, three to four-day meeting: 

· First meeting (3-4 days): Last week of April at the APA Headquarters in Tehran,

· Second meeting (3-4 days): Second week of June,

· Third meeting (3-4 days): First week of August (may be joint with the Executive Council meeting).

8. Under this scheme, at the time of adoption of resolution, the Plenary needs to identify only two host Parliaments for the June and August meetings. The April meeting will be held at the APA Headquarters in Tehran. 

9. Within 45 days after the closure of each Plenary, the Secretary-General will forward to all APA Member parliaments a calendar of APA inter-sessional meetings of the Sub-Committees. The calendar of APA inter-sessional meeting will identify the group of specific Sub-Committees that will meet in each of the three inter-sessional meetings in April, June and August. Within the period of 45 days referred to above, the Secretary-General will conduct intensive consultations with Member Parliaments, like in the past, to identify Member Parliaments interested to host and those interested to participate in any of the Sub-Committees at a time different than the three inter-sessional meetings in April, June and August.

The advantage of this scheme is that the organization of APA meetings are streamlined, and all APA Member Parliaments know in advance, early in the year, that they need to plan to attend in how many Sub-Committee meetings, including three inter-sessional meetings in April, June and August in that year.
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